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IN THE CLAIMS: 


Please add new claims 26-50 to the subject application: 
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(New) A l^tgate, comprising: 

a unitary ftame including an opposing pair of side plates 
and anVxtension plate extending there between, 
Teach of ohe side plates having an upper edge 
/ adapted fo\ attaching to an underside of a body; 
a hydraulically driven lift frame pivotally attached to 
the side plates of the unitary frame and having a 
pivot member; \ 
a platform rotatably attached to the pivot member of the 

lift frame; and 
a motion limiting stop attached to the lift frame 

adjacent the pivot member and configured to limit a 
motion of the platform. 

Jpf. (New) The liftgate of claim ^f, therein the upper edge of 
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each side plate in the unitary frarqe is adapted for 
attaching to the underside of a vehicle body. 


(New) The liftgate of claim 


further \comprising a 


plurality of bolts for bolting the upper ^dges of the 
side plates in the unitary frame to the underside of the 
body. ^ 
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1 29. (New) The liftgate of claim 2)5, wherein the side plates 

2 in the unitary frame further comprise formed steps. 

1 J yo . (New) The liftgate of claim 2£, further comprising a 

2 hydraulic pump mounted on the unitary frame and coupled 

3 to the lift trame. 

\ . . . 

1 Jlfl. (New) The liftraate of claim 20, further comprising impact 

2 bumpers attached to the unitary frame. 

& V & 

1 (New) The liftgate of claim 2*6, further comprising 

2 brackets attached to the side plates in the unitary frame 

3 for mounting vehiale lights. 

(New) The liftgate ©f claim jj& , wherein the lift frame 

2 further includes a lVft frame tube configured to function 

3 as an underride guarcL 

1 "^4. (New) The liftgate of claim 2r6 , wherein the unitary frame 

2 further includes at least one upper stacking member and 

3 at least one lower stacking member, a profile of the 

4 lower stacking member being configured to nest with a 

5 profile of the upper stacking member. 
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(New) ft- vehicle body assembly including a vehicle body 
and a cantilever liftgate, the cantilever liftgate 
comprisii 

a unitary \frame comprising an opposing pair of side 
platete and an extension plate extending there 
betwgj&feu, the side plates having upper edges 
<l ctJgJ /"attache^ to an underside of the vehicle body; 

an actuator driven lift frame pivotally attached to the 

side plates; and 
a liftgate platfiprm rotatably attached to the lift frame. 

3b/ 

?6. (New) The vehicle\body assembly of claim 3*5, wherein the 
upper edges of the\side plates are securely attached to 
the vehicle body by\ bolts. 

(New) The vehicle body assembly of claim 3p f wherein the 
lift frame is configured to be attached to the unitary 
frame prior to the upper edges of the side plates being 
attached to the vehicle body. 

(New) The vehicle body assembly of claim 3£ , the 
cantilever liftgate furthers comprising a motion limiting 
stop attached to the lift frame and configured to limit a 
rotational motion of the liftgate platform. 

(New) The vehicle body assembly \of claim 36, wherein the 
extension plate is substantially \coplanar with a floor of 
the vehicle body. 
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(New) A cantilever lif tgate for use with a vehicle having 
a bed, comprising: 

(a) a unitary frame having an opposing pair of side 
plates, a trunnion tube and an extension plate 

<p extending between the side plates, wherein the side 
pees plates \re secured to an underside structure of the 
vehicle ©ed; 

(b) a lift frame having an opposing pair of 
parallelogram linkages, each having an upper and a 
lower arir^and a proximal pivot and a distal pivot 

and\a lift frame tube extending between 
the~~lower armsv, wherein the proximal pivot members 
are secured to \fhe trunnion tube; 

(c) a lif tgate ' platfbrm rotatably attached to the 
distal pivot members; 

(d) a stop ^conf igured mounted on each parallelogram 
linkage^actj acent thea distal pivot member to prevent 
a rotation of the liftgate platform away from the 
upper and lower arms past a first orientation 
substantially parallel \with the vehicle bed and 
allowing a rotation of ohe liftgate platform toward 
the upper and lower arms \to a second orientation 
substantially perpendiculaV to the vehicle bed; and 

(e) an extendable actuator pivotally secured at one end 
to the trunnion tube and at Wiother end to the lift 
frame tube, an extension of t^he actuator raising 
the liftgate platform in the fVrst orientation to a 
raised position and inverting the liftgate platform 
in the second orientation into a is towed position. 


20086483 .1 


-5- 


PATENT 

23451-037 


1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 


2 
3 

./ 
1 44 . 
2 


Hi 


(New) The cantilever liftgate of claim ^ , wherein the 
side plates are secured to at least one underside sub- 
structurev cross member of the vehicle bed. 

(New) The cantilever liftgate of claim 40, wherein the 
extension plate is secured to at least one horizontal 
frame member \of the vehicle bed. 


.lever liftgate of claim ksf, wherein 


(New) The cantilever liftqate of claim 4j2f f wherein the 
side plates and\the extension plate are secured to the 
vehicle bed by Bolts or welding, 


(New) The cantilever liftgate of claim 4f0 , wherein the 


extendable actuator includes a hydraulic cylinder 
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(New) A method for providing a cantilever liftgate, 
comprising the steps \of : 

(a) providing a uniftary frame comprising an opposing 
pair of side plates and an extension plate 
extending between\the side plates; 

-(b) pivotally attaching a lift frame to the side 
plates; and 

(c) rotatably attaching k liftgate platform to a pivot 
member of the lift frame so that the platform is 
supported at one end o\ily; and 

(d) attaching a motion limi^ member to the pivot member 
of the lift frame, 


ck.w l°^cx f 4 &f D 
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1 * JZ6 . (NeV/) The method of claim A3, further comprising, after 

2 steps (a) , (b) , (c) , and (d) have been completed, the 

3 step\of securing the unitary frame to an underside of a 

4 vehicle body. 

11 A7. (New) The method of claim J/S , wherein the step of 

2 securing \the unitary frame to an underside of a vehicle 

3 body includes bolting or welding the unitary frame to a 

4 base of the truck bed. 

1 lA8 . (New) The method of claim 4/5, further comprising, after 

2 steps (a) , (A) , (c) , and (d) have been completed, the 

\ 

3 step of stacking the cantilever liftgate on top of 

4 another cantilever liftgate. 

& \ % 

1^A9. (New) The method \of claim J/B , f urther comprising the step 

2 of packaging and shipping the stacked cantilever 

3 liftgates together\ 

<w \ w 

1 ^0 . (New) The method of c^aim^4^, wherein the step of 

2 attaching a motion limit member to the pivot member of 

3 the lift frame includes, confining a motion of the 

4 liftgate platform between a first orientation and a 

5 second orientation substantially perpendicular to each 

6 other. \ 


REMARKS 

A Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 
§ 1.114 for the subject application was made on April 7, 2003. 
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